HOUSE of COMMONS ! 
Extract of a Letter, dated Thurſday the 26th of April, 1792, from GEORGE GORDON, in Newgate, 
to HENRY ADDINGTON, the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, on the Subject under Conſideration. 


ve HE meaſures now before the Committee of the Houſe of Commons, for aboliſhing the Slave Trade, 1 find, 
« are not intended at all for the mitigation of the ſufferings of the Slaves in the Weſt Indies ; but ſeem 
% rather calculated to throw the ditficulties of quieting the diſcontents in Jamaica, alluded to in Lord Effingham's 
* ſpeech, from off the ſhoulders of the Executive Power of the Home Department of Adminiſtrat ion, upon the 
«© backs of the Governors, Planters, and Colonial Aſſemblies of the different Iſlands. Mr. Bailey and Mr. 
cc n and penetrated into the miſchiefs that may attend the plan of Mr. Wilberforce; and 
«© whether the Abolition of the Slave Trade in Africa takes place gradually or immediately, it will make no 
«c - Gas le nor effect any thing in favor of the Slaves in the iſlands of North America. Nay, will 
c jt not rather tend to aggravate their miſery, and to excite the people of colour againſt the Colonial Aſſemblies, 
« and the Planters, Truſtees, and Mortgagees, when they find that his Majeſty and the Engliſh Parliament look 
« upon the African traffic, as ſo horrid and deteſtable, that they will no longer permit the Engliſh merchants to 
« purſue it, and yet, that they themſelves, though home-born ſubjefts, in a Britith iſland, are to be left and 
ce continued in their former ſlavery, and kept as Breeders, and Fathers of Slaves, in this enlightened age, without 
«© even the ſmalleſt proviſion for their gradual advancement to a ſtate of Preedom ? It is natural to ſuppoſe alſo, 
« that on hearing this news from England, particularly Mr: Beautoy's ſpeech of yeſterday, they will begin to 
0 „rere 
« they will find that there is a very material difference indeed between them. 
„ The National Aſſembly frf emancipated their own people of colour in St. Domingo, and now expreſs their 
*« willingneſs to concert meaſures with England for aholiſhing the Slave Trade with the Princes of Africa. The 


« Houſe of Commons of England, it ſeems, are now alſo ready to concert meaſures with the European powers 


4 to aboliſh the Slave Trade with the Princes of Africa; yet, as to the wretched Slaves under the Britiſh Govern- 
« ment, not one word is ſaid; K hon tp menos Eleven, a I 7 EDD, 
«© from generation to generation. 
« Is this equal liberty ! is this humanity and juſtice! is ir religion! is it walking according to the Light in the 
« conſciences of the friends of Mr. Wilberforce ? Shall England now condemn man-ſtealing in Africa, and till 
% keep her own natural-born ſubjects, her people of colour, in ſlavery in America? 
| «© The conſcientious Quakers have ſet an example worthy the imitation of the Nations: troy dave bade fe 
different method to prove their fincerity in the cauſe of humanity: they emancipated their own Slaves firft, to 
** have 6 char contimnce befhve God and! man, and! phwrotnts ere and do 


«« adviſing the Abolition of the African Slave Trade, and at the fame time conſenting to the continuance of ſlavery 


in the Iſlands, ſhews too plainly that the ſame ſpirit is at length found in him, which/has been ſo ſeverely branded 


« and condemned in the Planters and Slave Traders. The idea of their breeding and increaſing faſt enough 


« to ſupply young {laves on the eſtates, without the parents enjoying the comforts of liberty, and deprived as they 
% are of the common Rights of Men in ſociety, is abſurd to the higheſt degree; for it is well known, that 
<« their ſlavery and ill treatment have been the cauſe of their exceſſive diminiſhing, and the occaſion of the demand 
« and market for a conſtant ſupply of freſn Slaves from Africa. Their happineſs and freedom ſeem the only pro- 
i bable and natural means of increaſing their numbers, and ſecuring the tranquillity of the Planters. 
« It might be more adviſeable too for Mr. Secretary Dundas to refrain from his intention of enlightening their 
© minds by religious inſtruftion and education, through the Dioceſan influence of the Biſhop of London, if he des 


« not intend alſo to admit the people of colour to the benefit of the Engliſh Conſtitution ; for, in the few firſt pa- 


ges of their Bibles, theſe poor African ſtrangers would find it is written, that © One law ſhall be to him that is 

e home · boru, and unto the STRANGER that ſjourneth among you. 4s pe are, fo ſhall the STRANGER be before the 
* Lord. One law and one manner ſhall be for yon. 

oo es tf te 

« of Mr. Dundas, and Maſſa Ling Wilberforce, in ſupporting and preſerving the Right of Slavery, and of tranſ- 

« fering Engliſh Subjects from Planter to Planter, and from Father to Son, like the cattle and live ſtock on the 


<< eſtates in the Weſt Indies, and in the fame breath tonally obeliking the long Jegaliacd rraic of the Londen, Li- 
„ verpool, and Briſtol Slave Traders on the Coaſt of Africa. 


6 The ſending over and ſettling Colonies Handi prope ax Siexra Lene, and the Id of Bulom, on the prin- 


« ciples of the Rights of Men, and equal liberty, and {ill retaining and fixing the Egyptian yoke of ſervitude and 


«« opprefſion upon the necks of the black people, imported into our Colonies, from the very fame places, is alſo very 
inconſiſtent and remarkable, and fo unjuſt and deceitful, that it may occaſion the maſſacre of the Britiſh Settlers 
« at Sierra Leona and Bulam, who went out under the patronage of his Majeſty's Miniſters. It is ſomewhat pro- 
% blematical, however, in the preſent ſtate of parties, or rather factions, at this crifis, whether our Conſtitutional 


« Societies, our Tookes, and our Paines, and our Country Committees of correſpondence, for aboliſhing Slavery, 


4e mn nenen a little longer by the noſe, on account of 
« the coalition of Fox and Pitt on this ſubject. 


> 


« likewiſe. But Mr. Wilberforce (Maſſa King Wilberforce, as he has been called, till now, in the Weſt Indies) by 
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